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I. Texts

All texts are on reserve at Regenstein Library. Unless otherwise noted they are also available for purchase at the Seminary Coop Bookstore. All references in class discussions, and papers must be made to these editions.

Martin Luther, “Concerning Christian Liberty”, web at
(http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/wittenberg-luther.html#sw-cclib)

Martin Luther, “On Secular Authority” (e-reserve via the chalk website of the class)
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (Curley, ed., Hackett)

John Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration (Tully, ed., Hackett)

John Locke, Second Treatise of Government (Macpherson, ed., Hackett)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Discourses and Other Early Political Writings      (Gourevitch, ed., Cambridge)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract and Other Later Political Writings 

(Gourevitch, ed., Cambridge)

Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees. (Liberty Classics) on e-reserve 
II. Course Requirements

1. Participation: Students have to participate actively throughout the quarter (20% of the final grade).
2. Reading summaries: Students have to write 750 (+/- 10%) word summaries of the readings for 15 out of the 19 meetings of the class. The summaries are due for a particular class at the beginning of the meeting. They can not be submitted late. Three of these summaries will be drawn at random and graded (two during the course, one at the end with the final). Each graded summary will contribute 15% to the total grade, i.e. 45% together. For each missing summary the total summary grade will be depreciated by a “minus” (i.e. an A will become an A- an A- a B+ etc). The summaries should clearly state and analyze the main argument/s of the text/s in question including a statement of the argument’s thesis or conclusion, its logic, supporting evidence and its explicit or implicit presuppositions. In the final paragraph the summary should venture a critical perspective on the text by raising open questions, or by evaluating any part of the argument. Because the summaries are a lot of work, there will be no mid-term exam. Choose the times wisely in which you do not write them.
3. Final take home essay: The final take home essay will involve the analysis of some primary data on the basis of the readings. It will be about 2500 words long and account for 35% of the final grade.
4. Film screenings: Attend the two film screenings.
4. Academic honesty: Each assignment has to be prepared solely and individually by the person in whose name it is submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of this course. Every direct quotation and every paraphrase of the writings of others circulated in whatever form must be marked clearly by reference to the source. This includes texts made available electronically on the internet or otherwise. For closer guidance in this respect refer to the university guidelines on academic honesty. Any violation against the rules of academic honesty in any of the written work submitted for this course (this includes the summaries) will be referred to the dean of students. Repeat cases across the academic career of the student are automatically referred by the dean to the disciplinary committee of the college which may sanction academic dishonesty in various ways, in grave cases even with expulsion from the university (see the student handbook on this matter). In cases of academic dishonesty, the student will automatically incur an F for this course irrespective of other sanctions taken by the university and irrespective of the question whether the student is a first time or repeat offender.
III. Central questions to keep in mind while reading the texts:

Not all of these questions are equally relevant for all texts. But they give you an idea what to read for substantively. Remember that for your summary essays getting a grasp of the architecture of the argument is just as important.
1. Historical situation: How does the concrete historical situation shape the text (for example by setting problems, taking sides in a virulent political conflict etc.)? Which (kinds of) historical problems does the author address or even try to solve? What kinds of events is he discussing? How does the form of political organization advocated by the author relate to the concrete historical situation?  What is he writing for?

2. Power: How does the author define it? What are its sources?

3. Legitimacy: How does the author define it? What are its sources? How does legitimacy related to power?
4. Freedom: How does the author define it? How does it relate to ethical concepts of responsibility and/or notions of a good life? How can it be lost and gained?
5. Society (larger social wholes): How are they constituted? By what kinds of processes are they maintained and/or destroyed?
6. (Human) ontology: What are human beings for the authors? What defines them? What is their relation to the other constitutive elements of the world? How does this understanding of being human relate to power, legitimacy, freedom and society?
7. History: Does the author make any assumptions about a particular historical development? Does history have a definitive beginning and end or goal?
8. Religion and State: How does the author describe their historical relationship? What is their proper relationship? Why?
IV. Course Schedule

Jan. 7

Introduction

Jan. 9

Luther, Christian Liberty, parts 2 and 3 on the website (i.e. without letter)


Luther, Secular Authority, especially parts one and two

Jan. 14

Hobbes, Leviathan, Dedicatory Letter, Intro., chapters 1-7

Jan. 16

Hobbes, Leviathan, 10-11, 13-16

Jan. 21

MLK observed

**Jan. 22
7pm location tba. Film screening La Reine Margot or Cromwell
Jan. 23

Hobbes, Leviathan, 17-20

Jan. 28

Hobbes, Leviathan, 21, 24-26

Jan. 30

Hobbes, Leviathan, 27-30

Feb. 4

Hobbes, Leviathan, 12, 31-2, 35, 43 
Feb. 6

Locke, Letter Concerning Toleration
Feb. 11
Locke, Second Treatise, chapters 1-6
Feb. 13
Locke, Second Treatise, 7-13
Feb. 18
Locke, Second Treatise, 14-19
**Feb. 19
7pm. Film screening: Ridicule 
Feb. 20
Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, letter, preface, Part 1

Feb. 25
Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, Part 2

Feb. 27
Rousseau, Social Contract, Book I

Mar. 3

Rousseau, Social Contract, Book II

March 5
Rousseau, Social Contract, Book III

March 10
Rousseau, Social Contract, Book IV 

March 12
Mandeville, Fable of the Bees, selections on e-reserve Final exam tba
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